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officials charged with the enforcement of State 
laws relating to warehouses, warehousemen, 
weighers, graders, inspectors, samplers, or clas-
sifiers; but the power, jurisdiction, and author-
ity conferred upon the Secretary of Agriculture 
under this chapter shall be exclusive with re-
spect to all persons securing a license hereunder 
so long as said license remains in effect. This 
chapter shall not be construed so as to limit the 
operation of any statute of the United States re-
lating to warehouses or to warehousemen, 
weighers, graders, inspectors, samplers, or clas-
sifiers now in force in the District of Columbia 
or in any Territory or other place under the ex-
clusive jurisdiction of the United States. 

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. C, § 29, 39 Stat. 490; Feb. 
23, 1923, ch. 106, 42 Stat. 1285; Mar. 2, 1931, ch. 366, 
§ 9, 46 Stat. 1465.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1931—Act Mar. 2, 1931, struck out first clause which 
read as follows: ‘‘Nothing in this chapter shall be con-
strued to conflict with, or to authorize any conflict 
with, or in any way to impair or limit the effect or op-
eration of the laws of any State relating to warehouses, 
warehousemen, weighers, graders, inspectors, samplers, 
or classifiers;’’, inserted ‘‘In the discretion of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture’’ in first clause of first sentence 
and ‘‘but the power, jurisdiction, and authority con-
ferred upon the Secretary of Agriculture under this 
chapter shall be exclusive with respect to all persons 
securing a license hereunder so long as said license re-
mains in effect’’ in second clause of first section. 

1923—Act of Feb. 23, 1923, included among the objects 
to which the section applied, ‘‘inspectors, and sam-
plers,’’ as well as warehouses, warehousemen, weighers, 
graders and classifiers as originally specified. 

§ 270. Punishment for violations; reimbursement 
of owner of products converted 

Every person who shall forge, alter, counter-
feit, simulate, or falsely represent, or shall 
without proper authority use, any license issued 
by the Secretary of Agriculture, or his des-
ignated representative, under this chapter, or 
who shall violate or fail to comply with any pro-
vision of section 250 of this title, or who shall 
issue or utter a false or fraudulent receipt or 
certificate, or furnish false or fraudulent infor-
mation to a central filing system maintained 
under section 259 of this title, or change in any 
manner an original receipt or certificate subse-
quently to issuance by a licensee, or any person 
who, without lawful authority, shall convert to 
his own use, or use for purposes of securing a 
loan, or remove from a licensed warehouse con-
trary to this chapter or the regulations promul-
gated thereunder, any agricultural products 
stored or to be stored in such warehouse, and for 
which licensed receipts have been or are to be is-
sued, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not 
more than $10,000, or double the value of the 
products involved if such double value exceeds 
$10,000, or imprisoned not more than ten years, 
or both, in the discretion of the court, and the 
owner of the agricultural products so converted, 
used, or removed may, in the discretion of the 
Secretary of Agriculture, be reimbursed for the 
value thereof out of any fine collected here-
under, by check drawn on the Treasury at the 
direction of the Secretary of Agriculture for the 

value of such products to the extent that such 
owner has not otherwise been reimbursed. Any 
person who shall draw with intent to deceive, a 
false sample of, or who shall willfully mutilate 
or falsely represent a sample drawn under this 
chapter, or who shall classify, grade, or weigh 
fraudulently, any agricultural products stored 
or to be stored under the provisions of this chap-
ter, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction thereof fined not more than 
$500, or imprisoned for not more than six 
months, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. C, § 30, 39 Stat. 490; Feb. 
23, 1923, ch. 106, 42 Stat. 1285; Mar. 2, 1931, ch. 366, 
§ 10, 46 Stat. 1465; Pub. L. 101–624, title V, § 508(b), 
Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3443.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–624 inserted ‘‘or furnish false or 
fraudulent information to a central filing system main-
tained under section 259 of this title,’’. 

1931—Act Mar. 2, 1931, in first sentence inserted ‘‘, or 
his designated representative,’’ after ‘‘Secretary of Ag-
riculture’’ and ‘‘or change in any manner an original 
receipt or certificate subsequently to issuance by li-
censee’’ after ‘‘certificate’’, and substituted ‘‘ten’’ for 
‘‘one’’. 

1923—Act Feb. 23, 1923, amended section generally. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–624 effective beginning 
with the 1991 crop of an agricultural commodity, with 
provision for prior crops, see section 1171 of Pub. L. 
101–624, set out as a note under section 1421 of this title. 

§ 271. Authorization of appropriations; employ-
ment of temporary personnel 

There are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as are necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this chapter other than those 
services for which fees are authorized pursuant 
to section 251 of this title. Such appropriated 
funds may be used by the Secretary to employ 
qualified persons not regularly in the service of 
the United States for temporary assistance in 
carrying out the provisions of this chapter. 

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. C, § 31, 39 Stat. 491; 
Pub. L. 97–35, title I, § 158(a)(2), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 
Stat. 376.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–35 inserted provisions respecting au-
thorizing of appropriations. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–35 effective Oct. 1, 1981, see 
section 158(b) of Pub. L. 97–35, set out as a note under 
section 251 of this title. 

§ 272. Separability 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, or part of 
this chapter shall, for any reason, be adjudged 
by any court of competent jurisdiction to be in-
valid, such judgment shall not affect, impair, or 
invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be 
confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 
paragraph, or part thereof directly involved in 
the controversy in which such judgment shall 
have been rendered. 

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. C, § 32, 39 Stat. 491.) 


